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Services, February 2026 
 

Services held in church and available via Zoom 

Request link from sessionclerk@carlopschurch.org 
 

:  
                          1 Feb 10am: Rev Dr Tony Foley   

                          8 Feb 10am: Patsy Campbell 

                         15 Feb 10am: Murray Campbell   

                         22 Feb 10am: Rev Dr Tony Foley   

                          1 Mar 10am: Steven Whalley     

                             
 

 

 

 

Join us, in the church, and in other activities 
 

We promise you a warm welcome 
 

www.carlopschurch.org 
 

 

Carlops is one of the West Tweeddale linkage of churches 

www.westtweeddale.org.uk 

mailto:sessionclerk@carlopschurch.org
http://www.carlopschurch.org/
http://www.westtweeddale.org.uk/
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Our Minister    

 

 

 

Art - for the soul 
 

“There is no science without fancy, and no art without facts.” Vladimir Nabokov. 

 

Did you know that over one third of the Old Testament is written as poetry? It seems that 

whenever God wants to say something important to us or wants us to think deeply about a matter, 

He wraps it up in the rhythms and rhymes of poetry, in metaphors and similes. The father of modern 

biology Charles Darwin, reflecting in later life on the danger of spending too much time in the 

pursuit of prosaic information warns us that failing to make time in our lives for poetry, art, and 

music robs us of something that we cannot obtain by any other means. 

 

“My mind seems to have become a kind of machine for grinding general laws out of large collections of 

facts, but …if I had to live my life again, I would have made a rule to read some poetry and listen to some 

music at least once every week; for perhaps then those parts of my brain now atrophied would thus have 

been kept active through use. The loss of these tastes is a loss of happiness, and may possibly be injurious to 

the intellect, and more probably to the moral character.” CHARLES DARWIN 

 

I don’t like poems. 

 

I don’t like poems, 

knotty worded poems 

encasing parcels of wisdom 

 

I don’t like poems, 

poems loaded with hard heavy words, 
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vein rich with the ore of insight. 

 

I don’t like poems with sharp words 

that pierce my carefully constructed 

Self, defences. 

 

I don’t like poems 

I need them. 

 

Do yourself some good this week, sit with a poem, a piece of music, or art long enough to hear its 

voice and to feel its heart. You just might be surprised at how much good it will do you and your 

brain. Who knows you might even hear the prompting of God. 

 

 

Peace, Tony. 
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Meteorological Miscellanea 

 

Meteorological folks are fortunate with the assortment of onomatopoeic 

words at their disposal.  Let’s look at those that begin with the letter ‘d’ 

alone with regard to the third week of January.  Take your pick from 

dismal, dreary, drab, dreich and good old plain dull with emphasis on the 

first letter and a bit of a ring to the last two. Dreadful, devastating and 

destructive are currently reserved for Maltese and Maori folk.  When I 

draw back the curtains in the morning to search for the shrouded Pentland 

Hills there is another ‘stut’ and “Dull” is the utterance. 

 

Burns has another ‘d’  

 

From Winter: A Dirge 

The wintry west extends his blast, 

And hail and rain does blaw; 

Or, the stormy north sends driving forth 

The blinding sleet and snaw: 

While tumbling brown, the burn comes down, 

And roars frae bank to brae; 

And bird and beast in covert rest, 

And pass the heartless day. 

 

When the last report was issued, we had just changed month and with it, 

the weather. After a rare snowless December, we had our second snowfall 

of the winter on 1st January.  It didn’t amount to much, but it was 

powdery and stuck around beautifully for 9 days.  There was ‘wall to wall’ 

sunshine for 4 days along with 4 ‘sub-zero’ days.  Ponds froze.  By the 17th 

the average minimum temperature was -1.8C. The average maximum 

temperature was 2.2C.  There was less than 1 inch of rain and over 50 

hours of sunshine.  It was colder and much drier than the same period last 

year and almost as sunny.  There were 13 frosty nights. 
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Stats flat-lined in the 3rd week of the month.  The minimum temperatures 

varied from 34 to 40F.  The maximum temperatures varied from 39 all the 

way to 40.5F. There was a distinct lack of sunshine.  The ceaseless run of 

low cloud from the SW ensured that we had 6 consecutive blanks. 

 

The good news is that the ‘days are getting longer’ since the Winter 

Solstice at 3.03 pm on 21st December.  The best thing about January and 

February is that Spring days are on their way and we have already dumped 

January. 

 

As I type this, Storm Chandra is upon us but it’s Devon, with a capital ‘d’, 

that bears the brunt. PS  In winter 2009-10 I recorded lying snow on 104 

days, in 1993-94 100.  This winter, so far, just 18 days - we’ve a bit to go!? 

 

Peter Woolverton, Pyethall, 27th January 2026 
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Our Village Talks 

Monthly talks and a chance to chat 

(Raising funds for Carlops Church, suggested £5 donation per event) 

  

Friday 13th February 2026 – Walking From Home to Rome – Geraldine McFaul will share 

the highs and lows of her 2023 walk from Glasgow to Rome in aid of Mary’s Meals and Dementia 

UK.  The kindness she encountered is inspiring. 

 

Friday 13th March 2026 – Juliet Gold – Orthopaedics in Northern Malawi - Physiotherapist 

Juliet delivered a talk last year about her work in the NHS.  Since then, her work has taken her back 

to Malawi for a spell and we will hear about her experiences there. 

 

Friday 10th April 2026 – Marianne Hazlewood Local botanical artist Marianne will give a talk 

on her intricate work, accompanied by some of her pieces. 

 

Friday 15th May 2026 – Alex Gray Alex and helpers will give a talk on the different musical 

influences in Scottish Country Dancing. 

  

 

Flowers in the Church – thanks to Hilary Watt 

Hilary Watt is to stand down as our Flower Convenor after many years.   

We thank Hilary for her beautiful displays over the years and dedication to this role. The finished 

displays spoke of care and time spent in preparation. 

Flowers enhance the space we share and bring a smile or prompt an ‘ooh’ and an ‘ahh’ when first 

spied. If you feel you have a talent in this direction, or a willingness to be involved, please contact 

Julie. 
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Lent Study – Life Attitudes 

Our group studies for Lent this Year will be based on the book Life Attitudes by Robert Warren and 

Sue Mayfield.  

This is a 5-part course on the Beatitudes. Link to the book - Life Attitudes 

Details of the sessions have still to be confirmed but it is likely that the studies will commence week 

of 23rd February.  We expect that there will be a morning ‘in person’ group in Broughton and an 

evening group on Zoom.  Final plans will be announced in church and the weekly Linkage News. 

 

Preserves – buy, try, buy again! 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eden.co.uk/christian-books/easter-and-lent-books/lent-books/lent-books-for-groups/life-attitudes/?site_id=162595&adtype=pla&device=c&product_id=3471121&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=173897664&gbraid=0AAAAAD_MZYDUP11QmC9mKNbf4ksdyhZuM&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIpNXGtIO0kgMVl6NQBh0xWQnUEAQYASABEgKVaPD_BwE
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Obituary for blister pack recycling 

Mary McElroy on the end of this popular service and lack of an alternative 

The facility for recycling blister-packs at Carlops Church will cease at the end of February 2026.  

Please do not bring more donations to the church after that; we will be unable to process them.  As 

an Eco-congregation, we would like to prevent these items going to landfill or incinerators, but the 

costs now involved make withdrawal unavoidable. 

 

Since March 2023, we have provided a blister-pack collection box in the church, sourced from 

Terracycle, a recycling business www.terracycle.com.  Terracycle launched the scheme as a free-to-

user service in partnership with a supermarket chain, but demand and costs outstripped the budgets 

that these sponsors could afford.  The supermarket dropped out in mid-2023, and Terracycle 

continued the scheme as a commercial venture.  They sell the collection boxes; the price includes 

delivery and eventual uplift.  They do not accept material submitted by other means. 

 

Demand for the service is strong: it is used by Carlops Church supporters, the community at large, 

and people from our linkage partner churches.  We fill one container (1.75 x 0.67 x 0.67 metres) with 

blister-packs every two to three months. 

 

The cost was expected to decrease as more organisations participated country-wide but in practice, 

costs have risen and are now unsustainable.  These costs do not fall on Carlops Church; an 

anonymous donor has organised and financed the service but now feels they must withdraw.  We 

would be delighted if a financially viable scheme for recycling blister-packs were available, but at 

this time know of no rival operation.   

 

The UK uses an estimated 11 billion blister-packs every year, so there is a clear need for some 

recycling model.  Our Carlops experience confirms that there is healthy demand.  But thus far, 

technology and commerce have not found an affordable solution.  Most local authorities advise 

disposing of blister-packs in general domestic waste, so people must needs revert to that – perhaps 

with a hope and a prayer. 

 

What do you think?  If you have ideas, or need more information, contact Mary McElroy. 

 

E   maryhmcelroy@outlook.com   M   07899 872 131    T   01968 661 042 

http://www.terracycle.com/
mailto:maryhmcelroy@outlook.com
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The Column  

Malawi – The Full Story     
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Sheena Livingstone, 28th January 
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Our regular events 

 
 

 
Keep up to date with all events across the linkage West Tweeddale Parishes Diary 

 

https://westtweeddale.org.uk/add-MeetingDiary.asp
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Children’s Events  

 

Sunday Club meets on the first Sunday of every month 

in the Old Church Hall during school term times. We 

leave from church during the service (start time 

11.30am) and walk the children to the hall and for those 

who wish to meet us at the hall we suggest 11.45am. 

This is particularly useful for those who attend the 

earlier service in Carlops Church.  After Sunday Club we 

bring the children back to the church or they can be 

collected by parents around 12.15pm.  

 

Dates as follows 

Sunday 1st February 

Sunday 1st March 

 

Thank you,  

 Ann Lyon and Kate Whalley 

 

The next Messy Church session is on  

Sunday 8 February 

 
The session starts at 4pm promptly in the New Church Hall at West 

Linton and finishes at 6pm.  
All children from babies to P7 are most welcome to come and join in 

the fun! 

We will start with a Bible Story and a song and then the children will 

do a range of craft activities, followed by a prayer and finish off with a meal together.   

All children MUST be accompanied by an adult. 

Please do consider joining us for an afternoon of fun activities and a family meal together. 

For more information contact Jean Howat howatjean@gmail.com 07544 785159 

 

mailto:howatjean@gmail.com


21 

 

Pudding Night at Newlands – 6 Feb 6.30pm 

 

We are holding our annual Pudding Night on Friday 6th February in Newlands Church at 

6.30pm.  As you may remember from the past, there will be soup to start and everyone brings a 

pudding to share.  Tickets are £5 and there will also be a raffle in aid of Oxfam.  Families are most 

welcome! 

 

It would be brilliant if you could join us as this is always a really fun evening. 

Please let me know if you would like a ticket. 

With all good wishes 

 

Jean Howat howatjean@gmail.com 07544 785159 

 

If you need help  

 

As well as The Open Gate (advertised below) our linkage of 6 churches has some help available for 

anyone in need. 

 

Food bank 

 

The minister’s benevolent fund offers emergency assistance throughout our linkage areas. If you 

require assistance, please contact us by email.  All emails will be dealt with in the strictest of 

confidence. People may need other kinds of support and we are also ready to help with that or 

direct you to others who can   

emergencyfoodbank@standrews-westlinton.org 

 
Pastoral Group 

 

We are a small group of people who are there to offer a listening ear in confidence. We are not 

professional counsellors but rather sympathetic listeners. 

 
If you know anyone who might appreciate a visit, please do contact our minister 

tfoley@churchofscotland.org or our pastoral group lead Jean Howat howatjean@gmail.com 
 

We are not professional counsellors but rather sympathetic listeners. 

 

 

mailto:howatjean@gmail.com
mailto:tfoley@churchofscotland.org
mailto:howatjean@gmail.com
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Contacts 

 

Minister: Rev Dr Tony Foley 

Telephone 01968 660 221  Email tfoley@churchofscotland.org.uk    

Mobile  07793 294 000  

 

Church Administrator: Kate Whalley   Email kate@westlinton.com 

Telephone       01968 733 112                    Office - Friday 9.30 am – 12.30pm 

                                                                Old Church Hall - Friday 2.00 – 4.00pm 

Christian Aid: Mary Levison 

Telephone  01968 674 566  Email marylevison@btinternet.com   

 

Church bookings: Sheena Livingstone 

Telephone  01968 661 282  Email sheena@deanfoot.onmicrosoft.com  

 

Coffee drop-in, Carlops Café and Soup Lunch : Mary Levison 

Telephone  01968 674 566  Email marylevison@btinternet.com   

 

Treasurer and Eco Group: Anna Woolverton 

Telephone  01968 660 382  Email annapye@btinternet.com   

 

Flowers:  TBC 

Telephone   

 

Newsletter and website: Julie Gamble 

Telephone  07980 258 381  Email julieggamble@yahoo.co.uk  

 

Session Clerk and Organist: Murray Campbell 

Telephone  01968 660 530  Email d.m.campbell@ed.ac.uk   

  

Request a card for someone: Bridget Wilcox 

Text only       07980 836 817              

 

                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:tfoley@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:kate@westlinton.com
mailto:marylevison@btinternet.com
mailto:sheena@deanfoot.onmicrosoft.com
mailto:marylevison@btinternet.com
mailto:annapye@btinternet.com
mailto:julieggamble@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:d.m.campbell@ed.ac.uk
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Diary notes    
    

 

Forthcoming events 
 

Saturday 31 January 10.30-12pm Coffee Drop-in (Carlops Café) 

and Fair Trade Stall 

 

Tuesday 3 February 7.30-9.30pm Gaelic Psalm Singing 

Thursday 5 February 2.30-4.30pm Carlops Cafe 

Tuesday 10 February 7.30-9.30pm Gaelic Psalm Singing 

Wednesday 11 February 12.30 – 2pm Soup Lunch 

Thursday 12 February 2.30-4.30pm Carlops Cafe 

Friday 13 February 7.30-8.30pm Our Village Talks – From Home 

to Rome – Geraldine McFaul on 

her epic 2023 walk from 

Glasgow to Rome 

 

Tuesday 17 February 7.30-9.30pm Gaelic Psalm Singing 

Thursday 19 February 2.30-4.30pm Carlops Cafe 

Tuesday 24 February 7.30-9.30pm Gaelic Psalm Singing 

Thursday 26 February 2.30-4.30pm Carlops Cafe 

Saturday 28 February 10.30-12pm Coffee Drop-in (Carlops Café) 

and Fair Trade Stall 

 

Tuesday 3 March 7.30-9.30pm Gaelic Psalm Singing 

Thursday 5 March 2.30-4.30pm Carlops Cafe 

Tuesday 10 March 7.30-9.30pm Gaelic Psalm Singing 

Wednesday 11 March 12.30 – 2pm Soup Lunch 

Thursday 12 March 2.30-4.30pm Carlops Cafe 
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Friday 13 March 7.30-8.30pm Our Village Talks –Juliet Gold – 

Orthopaedics in Northern 

Malawi 

 

Tuesday 17 March 7.30-9.30pm Gaelic Psalm Singing 

Thursday 19 March 2.30-4.30pm Carlops Cafe 

Tuesday 24 March 7.30-9.30pm Gaelic Psalm Singing 

Thursday 26 March 2.30-4.30pm Carlops Cafe 

Saturday 28 March 10.30-12pm Coffee Drop-in (Carlops Café) 

and Fair Trade Stall 

 

Tuesday 31 March 7.30-9.30pm Gaelic Psalm Singing 

 

Material for next issue 
 

To Julie Gamble by Friday 27th February 2026 please 
 

 

 


